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To his Honour'd Friend, 


Mrs. A Carteret. 


Mavan, 


HE Dedication c of 
Books, like a great 
many other good things, 
is much abus'd. - Some 
do ſeek thereby to get- 
Approbation for their 
Works, by the Patro- 
nage of ſome eminent 
Per- 


(u) 
Perſon. I preſume that 
this little Book ſtands 


not in need of that. 
Others do think. to get 
Praiſes for themſelves, 
by the flattering Praiſes 
they ſet forth of their 
Patrons. I know, Ma- 
dam, that as Your Me- 
rit wants no Panegyrick 
from my weak Hand, it 
could not but prove ve- 
ry unacceptable to You. 
Therefore, to avoid that 
troubleſome Thing, a 
long Epiſtle, the Rea- 
ſons. of the Liberty I 
have 


* 
> . 
* 


(11) 


4 have taken to affix Your 
Name to this (very ſea- 
ſonable, tho very ſhort) 
Book, are theſs - : One, 
Your Readineſs in ac- 
knowledging that You 
had receiv d ſome Be- 
nefit by thefe Papers, 
perſuades me that You 
will not be ſorry to ſee 
them prove beneficial 
to Others; and that 
You remember well the 
Charge given to St. Pe- 
ter by our bleſſed Savi- 
our, Luke xxi1. 32. When 


thou Art converted, ſtreng- 
then 


tben thy Brethren. 
other Reaſon, I confeſs, 


| cerely 12 am, 


wWour Affectioned Friena, 


( viii) 
The 


is my earneſt Deſire to 
let You know how ſin. 


And moſt Humble Seruam; 


James de Daillon 


Comes du Lu DE. 


PREFACE. 


ETD IN the Ach of the holy Apo- 
13 ſtles, Chap. xi. Ver. 47. 
8 The Lord added daily to 
the Church ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. Theſe Words were ſpoken 
long before, and Multitudes were ad- 
mitted into the Church and ſav'd, be- 
fore there was a Church of Rome, or 
any Chriſtian Church in Rome; and it ic 
NJ now acknowledged,that Jeruſalem was 
the firſt, and conſequently the Mother 
Church : Salvation was had, and douvt- 
leſs may be had out of the Church of 


Rome. And we defire not to be put 
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x The PREFACE. 


upon ; we do not ſo readily yield as 

they publiſh, That Salvation is to be 

had in the Romiſh Church; its Apo- 
ſtacy from the Purity of the Faith is 
too manifeſt. Idolaters ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. Curſed is he that truſteth in 
Man, Fer. xvii. 5. Such were the 
Jews, who truſted in their own Righ- 
reouſneſs ; and they that truſt in Saints, 
in their Works, or others Merits. Cur- 
ſed are they who add, or take away 
from God's Word : And what muſt 
we think of thoſe, who add not only 
Traditions, as of equal Authority with 
the Word, but curtail and take away the 
Ordinances thereof, asthe Cupin holy Eu- 
chariſt, &c. Curſed is that Man, who 
knowingly and wilfully breaks God's 
Commandments, and teacheth o- 
thers to do ſo, The Righteous 
lives by his Faith; and how can 


We judge hem | to be in the May to 


Eternal 


The PREFACE. xi 


Eternal Life, who want the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which is to believe, that 
there is no other Name given un- 
to Man, in whom and through 
whom he may be ſaved, but on- 
ly that of Jeſus Chriſt. Now if 
it be demonſtrated, that the Faith 
of Rome is an erroneous Faith, I 
hope we may be allowed not to pro- 
nounce that a Roman Catholick 
dying, as that Religion requires him 
to do, may be ſaved. That which I 
preſume to ſay, is ſufficiently made 
out by the following Articles, if well 
examin'd by the Reflections made upon 
them. However, let Rome be ſatisfy'4 
with this, that whenever we miſtruſe 
the Security that the Church of Eng. 
land gives us of our Salvation, we will 
apply rather to the Greek Church, 
both more ancient, and leſs corrupted 
than that of Rome. 
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Articles of Faith 


OF THE 


Roman Catholickhs, 


As they were 


Added to the Nicene CREED, and 
{ent to the Council of Trent by 
Pope Pius IV. about The Year 


1545. 
eee eee eee 


ARTICLE 1 
of TRADITION. 


Admit and firmly embrace 
ball Apoſtolical and Eccle- 
| ( ſiaſtical Traditions; and 
DRL * the reſt of all the Ob- 
i ſervations and Conſtitu- 


« tions of th 


(14) 


REFLECTION. 


we likewiſe admit and firmly em- 
brace all Traditions that are Apoſtolical 
and Eccleſiaſtical of the Chriſtian Church, 
and you ſhall know them by their being 
Wholſome, Orthodox, or agreeable to 
God's Word, that Word which is the 
Power of God unto Salvation, to every one 
that believeth ; that Word which God 
Jpake laſt of all unto. us by his Son; 
and what need have we of any more, 
or of any unwritten Word. It is true, 
that St. Paul bids us to hold what we have 
been ng, whether by Word or Epiſtle, 
2 Theſſ. i. Let them ſhew that the 
Traditions they impoſe have either way 
been deliver'd, and we will receive 
them. But neither Way have we been 
taught, Purgatory, Praying to Saints, 
the Pope's Supremacy, the Celibat 
Faſts of the Church, private Maſles, | _ 
Worſhip of Images, cc. Beſides, the 
Church of Rome is not ſo great an Ob- 
ſerver of Traditions, but ſhe reje&s 
ſome, even ſuch as were called Apoſto- 
tical, as the Millenium, the Communion 
_ of Children, and others. But with 


(15) 
what inexcuſable Boldneſs do they de- 
clare their Traditions to be of equal Au- 
thority with the Scriptures, bur to un- 
dervalue the one, and exalt the other; 
And do they think that rational Men 
will believe them ? God gave the Scrip- 
tures for our Salvation, and ſhall we call 
his Wiſdom into queſſi a, in not making 
it ſufficient to chat End, John xx. 31. But 
theſe Things are written, that ye might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have Life, through 
his Name, This is the Sum of all, = 
the Church of Rome, in her Infallibiliry, 
ought charitably to give us aa infalli- 
bile Expoſition of the Scriptures. Then 
Traditions would cauſe no Diſturbances. 


ARTICLE I. 


Of the SCRIPTURES. 


Admit and hold the Truth of the 
« holy Scriptures, according to 
« that Senſe which the Mother Church 
e hath and doth now give unto it whoſe 


« Right it is to judge of the wa” 
an 


(15) 
« and Interpretation of the holy Scrip- 
« cures; Neither will I ever under. 
« ſtand or interpret the ſame, but ac- 
« cording to the unanimous Conſent 
of the Fathers. 


REFLECTION: 
The Pride Be Antichriſtian Pre- 


ſumption appears no where more plainly 
chan in this Cafe, of the holy Scriptures- 
They will own and receive what of it, 
and in what Manner they pleaſe. They 
admit the Truth of it, as if all of it were 
not true; it is a good Thing, but we 
muſt pick and chuſe, and ke the reſt 
for other Cuſtomers : The Mother 
Church muſt trim and beautify it, elſe ir 
will not paſs. And which is the Mother 
Church? Do ye not know it ? It is the 
Church of Rome: And who fayeth it ? 
She ſayeth it, and you are damn'd if 
you deny it, for ſhe is the only infallible 
Church; and tho? they ſeem now per- 
{waded to acknowledge that Jeruſalem 
was the Mother Church, they ſay that 
the Title, Honour, and Authority there- 
of was convey'd to Rane: We with 

they 


6 
they could ſhow this Conveyance but 


as well as they can that of their Faith 
from Rome to Trent. 


But as to the moſt holy Scriptures, 
you ſee by this Article, what Contempr 
they caſt upon them, to make Way for 
their fond Inventions, Legends, and in- 
numerable Impoſitions. They have Rea- 
ſon, becauſe they are againſt them. 
The Scripture ſo plainly diſcovers the 
groſs Corruptions of their Church, both 
as to its Faith and Worſhip, that they 
find it neceſſary to leſſen their Autho- 
rity upon all Occaſions. Hoſius, in his 
Advertiſements to King Sigiſmona, ſaith, 
That if Hereticks offer to ſay it is thus 
written, it is the Voice of the Devil ſpeak- 
ing in his Members. Coſterus calls the 
Scriptures Paper aud Parchment, and ſaith, 
that God would not have his Church to 
depend upon Paper, as Moſes made the 
carnal Iſraelites to do; that which is writ- 
ten in the Heart of the Church, doth far ex- 
ceed the Scriptures. Cardinal Pool, 
writing to King Henry VIII. hath theſe 


Words, What an abſurd Thing is this, that 
C thou 


e | 
then <idft attribute more Authority to the 
Seriptare, than to the Church? De Pri- 


matu. Rom. Eccl. p. 91. If we pleaſe 
not Rome, we ſhall have no Scripture- 
Pizhias faith, That tle Apoſiles never in- 
tended to ſubmit our Faith to the Scrip- 
tures, but rather their Writings to our 
Faith, and calls the Scriptures a Noſe of 
Wax. Bullinger ſaith, That the Scripture 
15 the Daughter, ana the Charch the Mo- 
ther ; who may order, alter, and diſpenſe as 
ſbe pleaſes. Enough of this to juſtify 
that the Scripture is no Friend to that 
Church which ſhews fo little Love 
to it. 


But this is the Prieſt's Craft. They 
will not permit you to examine Reli- 
gion, nor indeed to know it ; and there- 
fore the Scripture muſt be ſubjected to 
their Church; that is, that God's infal- 
lible Word ſhall have its Meaning and 
Authority from fallible Man. But our 
bleſſed Lord commands to Search the 
Seriptures, for in them we have eternal 
Life, and what do we need more ? If 
rhe Scripture is ſufficient for this, it can- 

not 
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(19) 
not be inſufficient for any thing elſe : 
And to explain this All- ſufficiency, we 
have the Teſtimony of the great Apo- 
ſtle, 2 Tim. iii. 15, for he tells his Diſci- 
ple, That from a Child he had known the 


holy Scriptures, which are able to make him 
wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith in Jeſus 
Chrift ; that all Scripture is given by In- 
ſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doc- 
trine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 


ſiructiou in Righteonſneſs, that the Man of 


Cod may be perfect, throughly furniſhed to 
all god Works. If all this may be done 
without the Church of Rome, we will 
ſtand, as we are ordered, to the Law 
and. the Teſtimony, and leave our Oppoſers 
to the Fatigue and Difficulty of finding 
out the unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 
thers; (tho we judge that alſo to be 
clear*d ſufficiently on our Side) and we 
abſolutely conclude, that theſe holy Wri- 


tings, which by Excellency are called 
the Bible, will be able to ſtand their 


Ground agaiaſt all the Aſſaults of Deiſts, 


Free-IThinkers, Roman Catholicks, or any 
other Oppoſers whatſoever. And that 
whatſoever is neceſſary to be believed 

C 2 or 


(20) 

or done to obtain Salvation, is obyious 
ro every Man, and plainly ſet forth in 
the holy Scripture. Ir is the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of our heavenly Father, 
which he would have us know and un- 
derſtand, fince it is made for our Be- 
nefit, Heb. i. 1. It is well known, and 
they cannot deny it, that all are not 
permitted by them to read the Scrip- 
tures; And I fay, that this Article of 
underſtanding the Scriptures as their 
Church underſtands them, is a wild 
Notion, that will diſtract the Curious, 
and leave to others none but an implicit 
Faith, which they can give no account 
of, as we are commanded to do; but 
as the Collier did, that we believe as 
the Church believes. 


One may think it ſtrange that we 
are to diſpute of the Scriptures with 
them who own them to be the Word 
of God, and quote them where hey 
think it ſerves their Turn ; otherwiſe 
they appeal to their Chnrch, which is 
begging the Queſtion, they having not a 


* * that their Church is the 
Church. 


(21) 
Church. As for us, we pray that God 
would be pleaſed to give us Grace ne- 
ver to caſt ſo much Diſhonour and con- 
tempt upon him, as to ſubmit his Word 
to his Creetures. In Wiſdom he made 
all his Works; and in his infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Goodaels, he gave us his Word, 
which is the infallible Interpreter of itſelt, 
and his Power unto Salvation, to every one 


that believeth. 
MT e TVET LEI ICE L ITO 
ARTICLE II. 
Of SACRAMENTS. 


« F Hold likewiſe that there are Seven 

« true and properly called Sacra- 
« ments of the new Law, inſtituted by 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, neceſſary to 
« the Salvation of Mankind; tho every 
« one of them is not neceſſary to every 
« Man, And theſe are Baptiſm, Cpn- 


« firmation, the Euchariſt, Penttence, Ex- 


« treme Und lion, Orders and Mzcztrimony, 


« and that theſe do confer Grace. And 
7 (0 Ot 


( 22 ) 
« of theſe Baptiſm, Confirmation and 
« Orders cannot be repeated without 
«. Sacriledge. a 


REFLECTION. 


Seven Sacraments they own, and by 


this time they might have been Seven- 
teen, for their Church hath been, and is 
very Lucky in Inventions, and they 
have ſo many Ceremonies ſanctified by 
Miracles and Conſecrations, as might 
multiply Sacraments, ad nfinitum ; and 
T ſee no reaſon why the Pain Benit di- 
ſtributed in Churches, and the Holy Wa- 
ter wherewith they are ſprinkled, going 
in and out, ſhould not come into the 
Number? The miraculous Agnus Dei, 
and Relicks ſo powerful in preſerving 
Houſes and Perſons, in preventing and 
curing, Di eaſes, and driving out Evil 
Spirits, ke proper Sacraments: Above 
all, the Adminiſtration of Indulgences is 
a notable viſible Sign of the greateſt ſpi- 
ritual Grace, the Remiſſion of Sins, 


with what they add in the following 


Article, the Rites and Ceremonies uſed 
in 
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( 23.) 
in the Adminiſtration of the Seven, may 
be made additional Sacraments. 


But the true Orthodox Church never 
did, nor doth acknowledge but two Sa- 
craments, properly ſo called, and that 
for two Reaſons; 1. Becauſe thoſe Two 
are ſufficient ; 2. Becauſe they only have 
the neceſſary Qualifications of a Sacra- 
ment. 1. Theſe Twoare ſufficient, be- 
cauſe that in them are contained all the 
Myſteries of our Salvation ; and the 
Church always believ'd, that the Sa- 
craments came out of our Saviour's 
Side, and theſe Roman Catholicks do not 
deny. 2. The firſt neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion of a Sacrament, is that it be of 
Chriſt's own Inſtitution : Whatſoever 
wanteth this, cannot be a Sacrament of 
the Chriſtian Church. Chriſt indeed gave 
us an Example for Confirmation, but 
we find no Command for it, nor any 
Ceremony or Promiſe annex'd to it. 
Our bleſſed Lord knew nothing of Ex- 
treme Unction. It is true, that Orders 
may be ſaid to be of Chriſt's Inſtituti- 
on, for he ſaid to his Diſciples, As my 

Father 
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( 24 ) 
Futher hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you ; but 
neither the Father nor he gave an out- 
ward Sign for it. As for Matrimony, we 
find not that Chriſt took much Notice 
of it, but once to be preſent at one, 
and that to begin working the Mi- 
racles, which were to prove him to be 
the Meſſiah. None of us can caſily 
fied the Spiritual Grace annex'd to it, 
except it be by Accident. But we are 
very ſure, that if that Sacrament hath 
the Vertue to confer any Grace, their 
* Uncharitableneſs is inexcuſable, in for- 
bidding the Guides of their Commu- 
nion to partake of it. It being evident 
enough, that it is as neceſſary for them 
as for any other ſort of Men in the 
World. Weare of their Opinion, that Bap- 
tiſm and Orders ſhould not be repeated, 
but we approve not of the Word Sacri- 
ledge in this Place; and affirm, that 
thoſe that have been baptiz'd by Lay- 
men or Midwives, ought to be aabap- 
tiz'd. As for Confirmation, we daily ask 
our Biſhop's Bleſſing upon our Knees, 
and they lay their Hands upon our Heads, 


as is uſual, may we not call it Confirma- 
tion. ARTH 


| 


ARTICLE IV. 


of the Rites practiſed in the Ad mini- 
tration of all their Sacraments, 


" 1 Own and receive all, and every 
« the received and approved Rites 
« of the Catholick Church, in the ſo- 
« lemn Adminiſtration of all the fore- 
named Sacraments. | 
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REFLECTION. 


Theſe Rites and Ceremonies (be- 
ſides the unknown Tongue they make 
uſe of in their Adminiſtrations, which 
greatly blinds them, and utterly pre- 
vents the Attention and Devotion thoſe 
ought to have who partake of rhem.) 
Theſe Rites, I fay, are many and bur- 
thenſome, and ſuch as cannot but move 
the Heart of a pious Chriſtian, to ſee 
them made the Ingredients, and ob- 
je of an Article of Faith. 
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ARTICLE v. 
Of the EUCHARIST, 


« [| Confeſs alſo, that in the Maſs there 

« 1s offered to God a true, pro- 
« per, and expiatory Sacrifice both for 
the Quick and the Dead. And that 
in the moſt holy Sacrament of the 
« Euchariſt there is truly, really, and 
« {ubſtantially the Body and Blood, 
together with the Soul and Divini- 
ce ty of Jeſus Chriſt; and that there is 
*« made a Converſion of the whole Sub- 
« {tance of the Bread into the Body, and 
of the Wine into the Blood: Which 
« Converſion the Catholick Church 
« calleth Tranſabſi antiation. And I hold 
« alfo, that the whole and intire Chriſt, 
and a true Sacrameat is receiv'd under 
« one kind, 


6. e erer erer 
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REFLECTION. 


This Article, and that of the Pope's 
Supremacy, are the two Hinges on 
which, all Popery moves. Give Senſe 
and Reaſon liberty to act, let common 
Underſtanding RefleQ, and the Fabrick 
of the Romiſh Church will fall before 
Chriſtianity, like Dagon before the Ark. 
For I affirm in the firſt Place, that 
there is not a more deceitful and ex- 
travagant Notion, than is here expreſ- 
ſed of the Sacrifice of the Maſs ; yea, 
let me ſay, that there is nothing more 
inconſiſtent with, nor more deſtrutive 
of true Religion, than the pretended 
Sacrifice of the Maſs. There were true 
and real Sacrifices under the Law, for 
they were commanded, and the Vic- 
tims ware deſtroy'd ; but in the Maſs 
nothing is done like it; and Chris. 
in the Inſtitution of the Facharif, did 
neither kill himſelf, nor cat himſelf. 
But moſt certain it is, that in the Mals 
there is not, neither can there be an 
expiatory Sacrifice; for there never Was, 

'D 2 neither 


(3) 

neither ſhall ever any expiatory Sacri- 
fice be, but that only which our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt offered of him- 
ſelf upon the Croſs for the Redemp- 
tion of Mankind; nothing is more plain, 
in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, than 
that Chriſt alone ſuffer'd for Sin; that 
he ſuffer'd but once, and can ſuffer no 
more, Heb. ix. 25, 26. His Sacrifice is 
not to be repeated, Heb. x. 1, &c. That 
all the old Sacrihces, nor what any Man 
or all Men can do, ſuffer, or offer, can 
amount to an expiatory Sacrifice: How 
bla ſphemous then are the Words which 
pretend to make the daily Otferings of 
every Prieſt an expiatory Sacrifice; that 
is, ſuch as anſwers che whole Law, ſa- 
tisfhes God's Juſtice, and pays for the 
Ranſom of Souls. No, there is no ex- 
piatory Sacrifice without ſhedding of 
Blood, and no getting from under the 
Imputation of Sin, but by that preci- 
cious Blood which cleanſeth from all 
Sin. 


The like Veracity and Godlineſs is 


apparent in the following Words, That 


in 


” 


m1 = a ft Wa 5 © ww wot 


(29) 
in the moſt holy Sacrament of Eucha- 
riſt, there is truly, really and ſubſtan- 
tially the Body, &c. This is the great 
Myſtery of Iniquity, the dark Vail of 
Ignorance caſt upon the Nations, which 
with the Pope's Greatneſs, are the Props 
of the Reign of Antichriſt. If this Ar- 
ticle muſt ftand, Chriſtian Religion 
muſt contradict Senſe, Reaſon, and Scrip- 
ture. 1. Senſe, Let us ever remember 
the Words, 1 John 1. 1, 2, 3. That 
which was from the Beginning, which we 
have ſeen with our Eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our Hands have handled 
of the Word of Life. Here Senfe 15 made 
a judge of the Truth of Chriftian Re- 
ligion but in this Article, That which 
was never heard of before the Eighth 
Century, that which no Eye ever ſaw, 
or can fee, that which cannot enter in- 
to the Heart of any Man who is not 
perverted with the Spirit of Peper, muſt 
be admitted under Pain of Damnation. 
Our Saviour appeals to Sex/e to juſti- 
ty his Reſurrection, and in all the Days 
of his Fleſh, Men had nothing to per- 


ſuade them of the Truth, but what he 
ſpake 


(300 

ſpake and wrought. So that we may 
be as ſure that their pretended ſubſtan. 
tial Converſion of Elements is falſe, as 
we are that Chriſtian Religion is true. 
2. This is not leſs repugnant to Regſon 
than to Sezſe. It is very plain, that no 
Article of the Chriſtian Religion is con- 
trary to Reaſon ; but to believe Things 
impoſſible, and contradictory one to an- 
other, cannot be admitted by rational 
Men. But there is nothing more ab- 
ſurd, than that the Body of Chriſt is in 
Heaven and in Earth at the ſame time, 
and dot between ; that it is bigger and 
leſs than it ſelf, and whole under every 
Point : Thus they ſtick at no Contra- 
dictions. We ask them, How can theſe 
Things be? They readily anſwer, By a 
great Miracle; a great one indeed, 
where nothing is felt, ſeen, or under- 
ſtood ! Men have, and can have no No- 
tion of a Miracle, but as a Thing really 
done, and perceiv'd to be done, but by 
an Agent above Nature; ſo that God 
alone can work a Miracle, which hie ne- 
ver doth but for a good End and Pur- 
poſe: Therefore we may affirm, ** 
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he has no Hand in thoſe cry'd up by 
Roman Catholicks; which tend only to 
promote Superſtition andIdolatry. 3. Men 
of the Church of Rome, witha loud Voice 
will quote Scripture for it, tho? it be ne- 
yer ſo contrary to this dark and intricate 
Myſtery; but take Notice by the by, 
that no leſs Men than Biel, Cajetan, Ca- 
meracenſis Scotus, Rocheſter, Durandus, 
Ocham, Melchior Canus, Vaſques, Da Perron 
and Bellarmin do ſay that it is not to be 
proved by Scripture. But becauſe they 
will inſiſt upon Scripture, when they 


think it makes at all for them; firſt they 


ſay that the Words, This is my Body, are 
plain Words, without any Figure at all, 
and yet own a Figure in the following, 
about the Cup; any thing » beſt with 
them. We ſay that all the Words are 
plain Words, according to the Uſage of 
all Languages. In the Inſtitution our 
Saviour ſpake Hebrew, but in the He- 
brew Tongue they have not the Word 
Signifies, when they mean this ſigmifies, 
they ſay this is ſuch thing; the ſeven 
Kine are ſeven Years, the Stars are the 


Churches, the ſeven Heads and the ſe- 
ven 
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ven Mountains, I am the Way, the 
Door, Circumciſion is the Covenant, 
the Rock was Chriſt. And pray let 
them reſtore the Cup to the Euchariſt, 
and abate their Pride, which makes them 
call our; Saviour's Wiſdom into queſtion, 
for without all doubt he thought it ne- 
ceſſary; neither let them pretend to 
haye a true Sacrament without it. 


But it evidently ſtands in oppoſition to 
all that the Word of God ſaith about it. 
The Angels Argument, Matth. xxviii. 6. 
is deny'd; He is not here, be is riſen. 
Chriſt makes. theſe two very oppoſite 
one to the other, being in the World, and 
going up to Heaven, It refutes his Aſcen- 
ſion, tor theſe two go together; I le 
the World, and go to my Father. Theſe 
two can never agree, The Heaven muſt 
contain him to the Reftoratian of all Things, 
and he is every Day in the Hehds: of a Mil- 
lian f Prieſts. We learn by the Scrip- 
ture, that the Divinity is infinite ; but 
his Article ſaith that it's contain - d in 
tae Hoſt. The Scriptures ſaith that 
Chrſt's Bodys bike ours, % only ex- 
mou cepted ; 
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cepted; but the Maſs faith, that *tis fo 
ſo unlike ours, that it is not to be dif. 
cerned, and becomes fo little, being 
whole under every Point, that there is 
no Proportion; and by its Multiplica- 
tion, ad infinitum, is become monſtrous. 


But Roman Catholicks will never ceaſe 
affirming that the Words of our Saviour, 
This is my Body, do clearly prove their 
imaginary Tranſubſtantiation. The Words 
indeed are plain Words, but let them 
ſhew us when it was ever ſaid in any 
Language, This is ſuch thing, to ſignify 
that a thing is changed into another 
thing. But is it rational to believe that 
the Words, This is my Body, are dd be 
underſtood otherwiſe chan the Words, 
This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood; 
but no Body hath yet preſum'd to fay, 
that the Word Cp was the Chalice con- 
taining, but the Wine contain'd in it, or 
that this Liquor contained was tranſub- 
ſtantiated into the New Covenant; and 
ſo here is Figure upon Figure, and then 
the Words are plain Words, and 1his is 
my Body, is as much as, This Bread ſignifies 
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my Body; This Cap repreſents the New 
Teftament, ſealed by the ſbedding of my Blood. 
Nothing is more contrary to the Senſe 
of theſe Words, This is my Boay, than 
the Notion of Tranſubſtantiation; for 
our Saviour took Bread, and bleſſed it, 
the ſame that he took he bleſſed, the 
ſame that he bleſſed he broke, and what 
he broke he gave to his Diſciples, and 
that was Bread; here is no Alteration 
in the Words, and no Body can ſo much 
25s imagine any in the Sabſtance, but an 
obſtinate Roman Catholick, The Diſci- 
ples knew of no Tranſubſtantiation, 
tor they broke Bread from Houſe to 
Houſe. St. Pau! knew not Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, for he calls the Bread of the 
Euchariſt three times Bread, after Con- 
ſecration ; enough to juſtify the Incon- 
ſiſtency of Tranſubſtantiation with God's 
holy Word. So that the true Doctrine 
of Chriutian Religion, makes the two 
Sacraments - alike, both conſiſting of 
outward viſible Signs of inward ſpiritual 
Grace. In the Euchariſt the Bread is 
the Body of Chrut, as the conſecrated 
Water in Baptiſm is the Blood of je- 
| ſus 
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ſus Chriſt, which cleanſeth from- Sin. 
The holy Water doth it without Tran- 
ſubſtantiation; and why holy Bread 
ſhould not do as well, we ſee no Rea- 


ſon, nor Scripture neither, to the con» 
trary. 


But how this pretty Nothing, Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, came to have a Being, 
and ſo much Applauſe and latreian A- 
doration, a Scrap of Hittory will ſhew, 
and let no Body preſume to deny Mat. 
ter of Fact. For 600 Years, all the 
Expreſſions of the Fathers about this 
Sacrament were Uniform and Ortho- 
dox in the Seventh Century. Anaſtaſias 
was the firſt who affected to uſe new Ex- 
prefſions : After him, Germanus Dama- 
ſcenus; and yet no change of Subſtance 
was thought of. The Seventh and 
Eighth Centuries kept the right No. 
tions of Sacraments. 338 Bilbops at 
Conſiantinople, condemned the Service 
and Uſe of Images in the Eighth Cen- 
tury, and expounded the Euchariſt 
thus, That what is offered is the Subſt ance 
of Bread ana Mine; that this Bread 1s 
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wot 4 deceitful Image of the natural Nb of 
aur Saviour, it is a Type, and « Commemo- 
ration of his Paſſion : That God would not 
chuſe any other Type, nor any other Thing 
that bad the Figure of 4 Man, to give no 
occaſion for Idolatry. This is as plain, and 
as authentick to our Purpoſe as can be 
defir'd : And the ſecond Council of Nice, 
their great Enemy, acknowledgeth that 
this Council was Orthodox in the Point 
of the Sacraments. 


Charles Magne writing to Aleninas, ſaith, 
that Chriſt at Supper with his Diſciples, 
brake the Bread, and gave them the 
Cup, the Figure of his Body and Blood, 
So that as far as the Ninth Century, the 
Doctrine of the Euchariſt remgin'd Or. 
thodox and Sound. Then Paſcaſius Rabert 
undertook to explain how the Euchariſt 
is the true Body of Chriſt, viz. by a 
change of the Subſtances. Bellarmin tells 
us, that Paſcaſius was the firſt that writ 
clearly about it, and Sirmondas likewiſe ; 
but all this while there was no worſhip- 
ping of the Hoſt, and no Holiday kept 


for it. Charles the Bala, King of Face, 
order'd 
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order'd Bertram Archdeacon of Angiers 
to write the Truth. His Book is com- 
mon, cheap enough, and eaſily. to be 
had. The Spirit of Bertram was com- 
municated to Berenger in the Eleventh 
Century, and filled almoſt all ah, France 


and England, faith Matthew Weſtminſter. 


In the Darkneſs of the 11th, 12th, 
13th and 14th Centuries, the Petrobu- 
fians, Waldenſes, MWicliftes, Huffites and 
Albigences maintain'd the Truth till the 
Reformation. But the Word Tranſab- 
ſtantiation was not well known, and 
hardly uſed until the Year 1213. that 
the Council of Lateran decreed it an 
Article of Faith, together with the Pope's 
Soveraignty over Kings. Tf all this can- 
not convince and convert Men of Senſe 
and Reaſon, and will not read the Scrip- 
tures as the Word of God ought to be 
read, we cannot expect rhat great Vo- 
lumes will. We pray them zealouſly to 
conſider theſe Things, and intreat the 
Lord from the bottom of our Hearts to 
give them Underſtanding. 


ARTH 


ARTICLE VI 


« I Embrace and receive all and every 

thing that was marked and de- 
4 clar'd in = holy Council of Trent, 
concerning Original Sin and Juſtifi- 


& cation. 


REFLECTION. 


Is is poſſible that the Roman Catholicks 
will never acknowledge their Errors, 
which are ſo many, ſo palpable, and ſo 
evidently made to them; here is their 
implicit Faith with a witneſs ! The Gal- 
lican Church hath not yet own'd the 
Authority of the Council of Trent, and 
yer the French are made to embrace 
and profeſs the Decrees of it, without 
knowing what they contain. Let them 
prove their Unity by their Agreement 
in the Point of Juſtification, which we 


maintain to be the free and gracious Re- 


miſſion of Sin, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Yea, I deſire them to make out their ve- 


ry 
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cy Chriſtianity, whilſt they hold the 
Merit of the Works, the Neceſſity of 
Indulgences and Purgatory, their Jubi- 
lees and- Pilgrimages, the Worſhip of 
Angels and Men, the Mediation of Saints, 
&c. for theſe, with other Things, have 
their Places in Juſtification to obtaia 
Remiſſion of Sins. This is prov'd un- 
deniably by one Paſſage All. ſufficient, tho 
there were no more: The Abſolut ion 
pronounced by the Prieſt upon the Pe. 
nitent's Confeſſion, in theſe Words; The 
Paſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Merits 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and of all the 
Saints : Whatſoever thou hath done of Good 
and ſuffer'd of Evil, be unto thee in Remi. 
ſion of Sins, and Reward of Eternal Life. 
And with theſe doth the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſtand alone, in whom and through 
whom we may be ſav'd. 


The Council of Trent, Chap. 11. 32. 
addeth the Merit of Works to Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, ſaying, That our good Works 
do truly Merit in:reaſe of Grace and eter- 
wal Salvation. They merit, not only 


with reſpect to God's. Covenant, but 
| be- 
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cauſe of the worthineſs of the Works 
themſelves; and eternal Life is due not 
only from God's Liberality; but from 
his juſt judgment. See Bellarmin de 
Jaſtificat. Lib. 5. C. 16, 17. Becauſe God 
led bis Children, be woald have them get 
ro Heaven by Merit, which is more honou- 
rable to them to receive it of God's free 
Gift. ibid. c. 3. Nothing can be more 
inconſiſtent with Chriſt's Righteouſnels, 
than the eſtabliſhing a Righteouſneſs of 
our own. Nothing can juſtify from Sin, 
but the Propitiation that was made for 
Sin; Chriſt, and none other Perſon, nor 
none other Thing, was or could be a 
Propitiation for Sin. The Victim muſt 
die, and Chriſt alone did die for our Sins, 
and roſe again for our Juſtification. The 
belt of our Works is imperfeR, the Work 
of Chriſt was perfect; he merited, not 
we : He juſtify'd us from the Law, be- 
cauſe he fulfil*d it for us; he juſtify'd 
us from the Puniſhment, becauſe he 
endur'd it for us. There is a Reward 
of Debt, and a Reward of Grace, both 
cannot be in us; for if it be of Grace, it 
is not of Works, Rom. xi-6. If God re- 

wards 
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wards our Faith, he rewards his owt 


Work and not ours: Faith is the Giſt 
of God, and if God grants eternal Liſe 
to our Faith, it muſt be of Grace, not 
of Merit, becauſe there is no Propor- 
tion; for what have we that we have not 
received? and if we have received it, why 
do we boaſt, as if we had not received it ? 
I forgave thee all that Debt, becauſe thou de- 
ſereſt me. His Deſire merited not. Good 
Men are worthy, that is by Compari- 
ſon, and God's gracious Acceptance; 
the belt of Men ever own'd themſelves 
unworthy of the leaſt of God's Mercies. 
And it is a great Shame for any Man to 
ſay that he deſerves any thing of God; 
for when we have done all that i, — 
Ft are we but unprofitable Servants. If ever 
any Man merited, St. Paal did; but 
what faith he? Noe I, but the Grace of 
God in me; and let him anſwer in one 
Word, Who maketh thee to differ from an- 
other Man ? 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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ARTICLE vi 


The idolatrous Worſhip of Saints, 
Images, Relicks, c. 


« F Believe and hold that the Saints 
* „ now with Chriſt, and reigning 
„% with him, ought to be reverenced 
and called upon, that they offer their 
Prayers to God for us, and we are 
0 to reverence their Relicks. 


This article flandeth firm; we would have 
Roman Catholicks 70 fland to it, and own 
the Truth, that the Aloration due only to 
God, 15 — aſcribed to Creatures, ana 
Rome”s Idolatry clearly aſſerted. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Firſt, Reverence is not here diſtin- 
guiſhed ; but I ſuppoſe they will allow 
me to underſtand it of Religious Reve- 
rence; and if it be due to God, it is here 
commanded to be yielded to the Crea- 
Tue 
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ture, to 2 Saint, to a Bone of him, or 
even to a Piece of his Shirt. Again, Is- 
vucat ian, that's the firſt Point: The main 
Point, yea, the comprehenſive Point of 
God's Worſhip and Service, even Adora- 
tion it ſelf —_ here is no difference 
(and I cannot apprehend how there can 
be any) between calling upon God, and 
calling upon a Saint ; and if the one is 
an indiſpenſable Duty and Adoration, 
the other muſt be a facrilegious, ſinful 
Alienation and Idolatry. But whence 
comes it, that they have not been ad- 
viſed to bring in here their Diſtinction 
of Lureia and Douleia, betwixt the Saint 
and his Garment or Image. In one 
Word, if Invocation cannot be ſeparated 
from „MN as I think it cannot be, 
Rome muſt ceaſe. to excule her ſelf from 
Idolatry ; all the Devotions of that Church 
are made up with. it ; one Inſtance will 
ſerve for all: The extraordinary Ho. 
nour paid to. the bleſſed Virgin Mary 
at the head of all the Saints in the Maſs, 
no more can be ſaid to God, than is ſaid 
to her; yea more, for they fay ten Ave · 
Movies for one Pater-N, ofter. There is a 
place 


4 


| place of Scripture not to be omitted 
„ here, Col. ii. 18, 19. Le: no Man beguile 


ty and worſbiping of Angels, intruding into 
thoſe Things he 525 not ſeen, vainly puſſd 
wp by his fleſbly Min ; and not holding the 
Flead from which all the Body by Joins, 
and Band. having Nouriſbment miniſtred 
and knit together, increaſeth with the In- 
creaſe of Cod; and, Ver. 23. Which Things 
have indeed a ſhow of Wiſdom in Will, Wor- 
ſhip, and Humility, If Roman Catholicks 
cannot ſce themſelves here, all the 
World belides can fee them; for the 
Service of Angels comprehends that of 
Saiats, Images, and Relicks, and all are 
Cite: and all this is Will worſhip, 
and" introducing into thoſe Things which 
we have not Teen, winch we have no 
Knowledge of, and all our Doings about 
them are certainly done w ithout Faith, 
and conſequently mult be ſintul, Rom. 
xiv, 23. Sinful indecd ! for it is aa nas 
the Head, even ſeſus. Chriſt: And is no 
this f piritua! Adultery, Idolatry? 


As 
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As to Relicks, we odd ſay but little, 
conſidering the Shamefulneſs of their 
Worſhip ; but that the Church of Rome 
(like' the cunning Artificer that makes 
Arrows of every Wood) makes Means 
of Grace of every thing, and brings eve- 
ry thing, tho? never ſo ridiculous, into 
an Article of Faith. 


Were I not afraid of being too tedious 
in Reflections, the Worſhip of Images 
deſeryes well to be taken notice of; tor 
altho* they ſay that they worſhip them 
not, there is nothing more evident to all 
the World; they argue for that worſhip 


upon all Occaſions, and pretend even 
Scripture for it ; they take the Part of 


the old Iconolatres, they make them con- 
trary to the Command, they fill their 
Churches with them, they fall down be- 
fore them, they kiſs them, and uſe all 
the Devotions at their Feet, make long 
Proceſſions and Pilgrimages to them, 
and aſcribe to them the working of thou- 
ſands of Miracles; ſo that if their Prac- 


rice doth not prove that they worfhip 
Images, 
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Images, all the Marks of Idolatry ſet 
down in the Scriptures are to no Pur- 
poſe. But what needs all this, when 
they ſpeak Truth, and ſave themſelves 
infaying, that they obey the Church. Sec 
their angelical Doctor, St. Tho. Aquinas, 
the Croſs of Chriſt is to be ador d, _— 
Figure of it in any Matter is to be ador'd 
with Latria. Por. 3. Qs. 2. Art. 4. See 
the Ramiſb Pontifical, the Service of Good 
Fridey ; fee alſo the Office for the Conſe- 
cration of a new Croſs, O Sacred Mood 
which alone was worthy 10 10 bear the Saviour | 
of the World, fee Serves this Day af- | 
f for thy Praiſe. 


But I cannot -forbear telling the E- 
liſb of a Rare Show, which my Eyes have | 
ſeen, and the Eyes of many ; whereof 
ſeveral are yet alive in S 


At Ls Roche Foucaut in 3 a- 
bout Jul 1673, there a great and pub- 
lick Solemnity was perform'd ; the 
Ceremony was thus: The Relicks was 
ſhut up in a very rich Shrine, after the 
Model of God's Ark, were kept in the 
Caſt!c 
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Caſtle till the Quarrel was ended be- 
twixt two Convents, one of Friars, the 
other of Nuns, which contended hard 
which ſhould be the Depoſitory of that 
precious - It being granted to the 
Nuns (I ſuppoſe by the Biſhop of Au. 
gouleſme.) It was carried through the 
City, as in Triumph by the Gates of the 
Monks, for getting the better of them. 
There went firſt at Noon, 200 Flam- 
beaux of pure Wax; then the Myſtery 
carried upon the Shoulders of four Prieſts 
in their Church Ornaments ; next to 
it was the Clergy, both regular and ſe- 
cular ; then follow'd the Magiltrates, 
and after them the Gentry, and all the 
People of both Sexes upon their Knees in 
the Streets. If they want Grace to re- 
ſolve upon a better Religion, I with 
them more Wit and Veracity, than thus to 
expoſe their Idolatry, ſo evident by their 
Practice, and which we judge they are 
a ſhamed of, for they would puniſh ſeve- 
rely any Proteſtant who had been ſeen 
abroad at that Time, or whoſe Door or 
Wandow had been left open. 


ARTHL 
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ARTICLE VIII. 
Of PURGATORY. 


& I Conſtantly hold Pargatory, and the 
« Souls there detain'd do receive 


4 Help by the Interceffion of the Faith- 
6c ful. | 
REFLECTIONS. 


The Church of Rowe, the World 
knows, hath made bold with the holy 
Scriptures ſeveral Ways; and doubtleſs 
would have gone farther, if God by his 
gracious Providence had not preſery'd it 
pure in better Hands, and found Purga- 
tomy there by Fire as well as Tranſubſtan- 
tiat ion, but they found an 4 in their 
Way, which they could put out as eaſily 
as they have done the up from Jacob's 
Staff; therefore they thought fit to re- 
ſolve it into an Article of Faith, with. 
out which the Millions of Maſſes for the 
Dead had never come into Faſhion 3 and 
ſo this Article is come not by abſolute, 
but 


—— 


1 


but convenient Neceſſity. But the Churc 
of Rome wanted more Means of Grac 
than Chriſt thought fit to leave us, none 
for them that are out of the World ; but 
Rome would have a charitable Office for 
Souls in * Charitable indeed, 
in a new Way! not by giving, but by re- 
ceiving Money. 


So thar Purgatory is a mere Notion, 
it hath no Exiſtence but in ſome Men's 
Brain; there is no Revelation for it, no. 
thing have we ſeen, or can we fee of it. 
God will have our Zeal ro be according 
to Knowledge; and if Ignorance can any 
way help Devotion, we are ſute it can 
can never agree with a ſaving Faith; for 
the Holy Ghoſt tells us, That Men ſha! 
be. ſad by the K nowledge they ſhall have 
of the Son of God. And it Rome hath 
no better Authority for Purgatory than 
her own Tradition: We anſwer them, 
That they rejett the Commandments of God, 
that they may keep their own Tradition, Col. 
ii. 8. Thar their Traditions are deceitful 
Traditions, more apt a great deal to pre- 
cipitate Souls into Hell, than to deliver 
them out of Purgatory. But, the Doc. 
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Frine of Purgatory prevails but upon the 
invincibly ignorant, or ſuch as obſtinately 
refuſe Iaſtruction. 


rern IK 
Of IMAGES. 


« F ſtrongly affirm that the Images of 
: « Chriſt, and of the always Vir- 
« gin, God's Mother, as alſo thoſe: of 


« the other Saints, ought to be had, 
« kept, and due Honour and Reverence 
« yielded to them, and to their Relicks. 


REFLECTIONS. 


My Hand ſhakes and my Heart trem- 
bles, when I look upon this Article; and 
who. ſhall not be aſtoniſh'd to ſee both 
Jews and Mahometans have ſo much Re- 
gard for the Second Commandment of 


God's Law, as to forbid all, not only en. 
graven, but even painted Images and 
Repreſentations, and that ſo many Chri- 


ſtians with brazen Faces, ſhould make 
the 


— 
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the Tranſgreſſion of it the Subject of ag 
Article of Faith! As if they ſhould fay 
to the Almighty ; Forbidding to make 
Images, to keep and Honour them, muſt 
be'a Miſtake, for in and by Images is 
the beſt way of ſhewing our Love to 
Chriſt, which himſelf tells us is keeping 
his Commandments: No, faith the 
Church of Rome, Chriſt is in Heaven, 
the bleſſed Virgin Mary is in Heaven, 
and the Saints are there; and yet the 
Likeneſs of them is to be made, kept, 
and worſhipped ; and notwithſtanding 
all Prohibitions, our pretty Babies, which 
we made ſo much of in our Infancy, 
muſt abide with us to recreate us to our 
dying Day and Hour ; as all the Devo- 
tion requir'd in a MalefaQtor, is to hold 
in his Hands a Crucifix, and be conti- 
nually kiſſing the Feet thereof, all the 
way that he is going to Execution. In 
the Conſecration of an Image it is ſaid, 
That whoſoever ſhall worſhip ſuch Saint 
before that Image, ſhall obtain more 
Grace than otherwiſe ; and is not the 
Image it ſelf a Means of Grace? So 


that not only the Saints themſelves, but 
G 2 their 
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their Images and Relicks are powerful 
Means of Grace, and great Miracles 
do ſhew themſelves by them, and the 
Service of them makes the greateſt part 
of the Roman Devotion; and therefore 
Relicks have been thought worthy to 
have place in two Articles of their Faith. 
And ſhall we not admire and be thankful 
for God's Goodneſs, that for all their En- 
deavours, the Second Commandment 
15 not yet razed out of the Decalogue. 
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rer x 
of INDULGENCES. 


« FT Likewiſe affirm, that the Power 

« of Indulgences was left by Chriſt 
* in the Church, and that the Ule of 
« them is very wholeſome to the Chri- 
« ſtian People. 


REFLECTIONS. 


This is one of the moſt eminent and 
powerful Means of Grace, among the great 
Number 
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Number which the Church of Rome hath 
vented. It is, grounded upon this Sup 
poſition, That the Super-abundance of 
the Merits of Chriſt, of the bleſſed Vir: 
gin Mary, of the Saints and Martyrs, 
and ſuch as have wrought many more 
goods Works, than they were oblig'd to 
do, (which are commonly called Works 
of Supererogation) do make up a Trea- 
ſury in the Church, whereof the Pope is 
not only the Keeper, but alſo the Diſpen- 
ſer and Diitributor, as the Indulgences 
ſhall be procur'd ; a ſcandalous Commo- 
dity that keeps up a great Commerce, 
and produces a good Income, and proves 
a Supporter of the Superſtition of the 
Romiſh Church, by promiſing Remil- 
fon of Sins to them who ſhall ſay their 
Prayers in ſuch Churches, before ſuch 
Image, and in ſuch Form; as one In- 
ſtance may fully ſatisfy any Man that 
will take Pains ro mark the many Indul- 
gences granted to them that ſhall de- 
voutly make uſe of thoſe Forms preſeri- 
bed in Roſaries of the bleſſed Virgin Ma- 
77, where the moſt ſolemn Adorations of 
God are us'd to the Virgin Mary. See a a 
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. 
Book printed in Egli, Ann. 1632. 
wherein the Votaries do offer themſelves 
both Souls and Bodies, to be Bond Slaves 
to the bleſſed Virgin. And this is ground- 
ed upon the Soveraign Dominion given ber, 
nat only over the World, bat over the Creator 
of the World. This and a great deal 
more of the ſame Stamp makes it moſt 
convenient, that Indulgences which pro- 
duce ſuch excellent Advantages ſhould 
be recommended by an Article of Faith, 


el XL 
» Of the Church, and of the Pope. 


4 1 Acknowledge the Holy, Catholic, 
& * Apoltolick, Romas Church, to be 
the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Chur- 
ches; And I promiſe and ſwear true 
Obedience to the Pope of Rome, Syc- 
ceſſor to St. Peter, the Prince of the 
*. Apoſtles, and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 


R- 
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| REFLECTIONS. 


One thing ſhould be well known, and 
feriouſly obſerv*d, particularly by them 
thar are tempted ro turn Roman Catholicks, 
and are told ſo much of the Unity of 
chat Church and Religion; all that know 
it well do know, that this is very far from 
Truth. I will mention here but one 
Point, which is a great Point, the Dif 
ference of the Church and Court of 
Rome; not that I am able to diſtinguiſh 
them well one from the other, but they 
mention it often when they are told of 
their Quarrels among themſelves, and of 
the Fopperies of their Practices. Let the 
Bulla in Goena be well examined, and it 
will appear that ſo many of the Caths- 
C licks are excommunicated by the Pope, 
that the reſt will make him a Church 
but of a narrow Extent, inſtead of Uni- 
verſality : And if Excommunication caſt- 
eth out of the Church, you ſhould not 
go among the Roman Catholicks to be in 
the Church; nor to the Pope neither, 


for he lies under Excommunication him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, if we believe the Parliament of 


Paris. 


But this Article ſeems to unite them 
very cloſely, take a view of every word 
thereof: Here is the Complement of that 
Religion, Believe and Swear, Swear Obe. 
Hence to the Church of Rome, and to the 
Pope, and you are ſaſe; yea, you hardly 


Want any thing elſe, but examine ,well 


the Titles they give here to both, and 1 
doubt not bur you will find them in 2 
deſparate Condition; for Rome proving, 
that Damning Church, which allows no 
Salvation to any out of her Communion, 


ſhe wants Charity, the chief of all Chri- 


fan Vertues; and yet they call it Holy 
in the firſt place, but moſt Unholy, be- 


ing in direct Oppoſition to the only Rule 
of Halineſs, the moſt holy Word of God, 
as, clearly appeareth by their unholy, 


Faith and Practice made out to our Re- 
flections, _ Two ou: of a great many la- 
ſtances ſhall ſuffice in this place. 


4 They acknowledge that Sacra- 
meats, even thoſe they have added, 2 


— 
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be Means of Grace $4 we know that 
God'ordain'd Marriage as 4 Means of 
Grace, the Grace of Chaſtity, a main In- 
gredient of Holineſs; But the Church of 
Rome 'forbids that, and is 'She not an- 
ſwerable for all rhe innumerable and a- 
bominable Impurities, that have been, 
and are daily committed by that Prohi- 
bition. God doth nothing in vain, but 
ir is à great Vanity in Man to pretend tc 
obtain that Grace, and not uſe the Niem 
which God hath appointed for that 
2. T hope Roman Catholicks will own, 
That the ſhedding of Chriſt's Blood is 
our Juſtification, tho they name many 
_ other Means of this Grace which God 
riever appointed ; but ſince that precious 
Blood cleanſeth from all Sin, it mult be 
alſo the Cauſe of SanRification, which is 
true, Holineſs ; but the Sacrament of the 
holy Euchariſt is ordained by 'Chriſt as a 
Means of this Grace by the Participation 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. Where 
then is Rome's Holineſs that rejects the 
Cup, and therefore th 
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the Blood of Chriſt? For their Suppoſi- 
tion of receiving the Blood with the Body 
will not do, becauſe our Saviour ſuppos'd 
no ſuch thing ; fn his Inftitution of the 
Means of this Grace he commanded us 
todo two Things; but Rome ſaith, This I 
will do; but the other, I will not do. So 
that this their Holineſs is grounded in 


Diſobedience, and Contradiction to God's 


holy Word. 


The next Title is of Catholick, which 
ſignifies Univerſal; but the Church of 
Rome is not ſo in point of Time, for She 
was not always, nor with reſpect of 
Places, for She neither is nor was every- 
where. The Catholick Church, and 
Church of Rome, are contradictory Terms, 
which, with Iofallibiliry, Antiquity, Mo- 
ther and Miſtreſs of all Churches, are 
Names invented by themſelves to pleaſe 
themſelves, to ſignify nothing, and to 
inſtruct no body. 


But the Name of Apoſtolick is to be 
noted ; for the Church of Rome is clearly 


proved to be as Anti-apoſtolical, as Anti- 
evan- 
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evangelical. The Apoſtles broke Bread 
from Houſe to Hauſe ; Rome breaks no 
Bread, for it is all vaniſh'd away before 
they come to the Houſes, whether they 
d to carry it. The Apoſtles gave 
the Cup, otherwiſe St. Paal was much 
in the wrong, when he ſaid, The Cap of 
Bleſſeng which we bleſs, ij it not the Commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt ? But Rome for. 
bids it, it were a capital Crime for a 
Prieſt to pretend to do it. Is there any 
thing more oppoſite than the Faith and 
Practice of Rome to the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, or their pretended Tranſubſtan- 
tiation to the Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 26. As often as ye eat this Bread, &C. 
Ver. 28. Whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup unworthily. Ver. 29. But let 
4 Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 
As for St. Peter, whom they ſtile the 
Prince of the Apoſtles, (with as little Ve- 
racity as the reſt of the Titles which 
Rome aſſumes to her ſelf,) but they make 
him but a poor Prince, for he knew no- 
thing of his Principality, nor of thoſe 
that were to reap the Benefit of it; and 

H 2 whereas 


1 


whereas St. Paal is very careful to ac» 
quaint the World, chat che care of all the 
Churches was committed to him, not 
out of Pride, but ſor their Benefit. 
St. Peter — 1 no Notice either of his 
Soveraigaty, or of his Succeſſors; ſo far 
from it, that he names them not among 
them that he writes to, tho' his Neigh- 
bours, when Biſhop of Corinth. And as 
great as this Apoſtle was, and as Apo- 
ſtolical as Rome calls herſelf, She learns 
not of him, nor imitates him; he teaches 
that the King is Supreme ; if fo, then he 
hath none above him but God ; bur the 
Pope and Adherents are quite of another 
Opinion, and think that inſtead of Fear 
God and Honour the Ring, he ſhould have 
ſaid, F God, Honoar ie Pope, and Re- 
verence the Ming, if he be obedient to the 
Pope, not otherwiſe. 


Whatſoever is ſaid in Scripture to 
St. Peter, or of him, is ſufficiently prov'd 
to belong to all the reſt particularly, and 
to the full to St. Paul. But this is nothing 
to this Article; but it belongs to the 
Church of Rome to prove that the Pope is 

St. Pe- 
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St. Peter's Succeſſor, and the Vicar of 
Chriſt, The Pope is the Biſhop'of Rome, 
and in this Quality they ſucceed one to 
the other, of they have not yet made 
it out that St. Peter was ever Biſhop of 
Rome, or if the holy Apoſtle made a Will 
that he left the Pope any Legacy, che 
ſpiritual or temporal. And there ap- 
rs no Commiſſion, Inſtitution, or In- 
duction of Chriſt to conſtitute the Pope 
his Vicar. But a thing well known, and 
not to be omitted in this Place, is, when 
and how the Popes arriv'd to this Great- 
neſs, which they pretend to be their 
due, and which we affirm to have not 
che leaſt Foundation, either in the Scrip. 
tures, or in any other Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion; and therefore very improper, if 
not ſcandalous Subject of an Article of 
Chriſtian Faith. 


It is known that St. Job» the belov'd 
Apoſtle live 100 Years after Chriſt, 20 
Years after St. Peter; in which Space of 
time lived five Biſhops of Rome, Linns 
Anmacletus, Clement, Evariſtas, Alexander, 
(The Roman C atholicks themſelves are not 

well 
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well agreed which of the three firſt of 


theſe was immediate Succeſſor of St. Pe- 
ter); but this is certain, that if the Su- 


preme Power was in theſe Biſhops, 'it 


follows, that the Government of the 
Apoſtles was at an end before they were 
dead ; and if St. Job» was then Supreme, 
the Pope of Rome was not Head of the 
Church. 


In the next Century were Biſhops of 
Rome, Sixtus, Theleſphorus, Fhginus, Pius, 
Anicetus, | Soter, Eletherus, Viftor, Eight 
in Number: Theſe ſeemed willing to 
advance the Church of Rome. They be- 
gan with impoſing ſome Ceremonies. 
The firſt Step was Anicetus contending 
about the Celebration of Ezfter : But in 
this Point he was perſuaded by Polycar- 
pus, who for that Purpoſe went to Rome, 
and there performed the Office of a Bi- 
ſhop, Euſeb. I. 5. c. 24. So far the Church 
had Peace and Quietneſs, until Victor, 
who grew violent in the Quarrel, and 
excommunicated the Eaſtern Biſhops 
becauſe they kept not Exfter as they did 
at Kome ; but the Eaſtera Biſhops re- 

ſiſted 
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ſilted and reproved Vitor, and made 
him regard better the Unity of the 


Church, which conſiſts in the Unity of 


the Faith, and is not diſannulled by the 
difference of Ceremonies. 


Between Vifor and Slveſter I. were 
13 Biſhops of Rome, in the Third Centu- 
ry; and in all that Time we find not any 
Title given to any of them greater than 
that given by St. Baſil to St. Ambroſes 
That he held the Stern of that great and fa- 
mous Ship, the Church of God, and that 
God had plated him in the primary and chief 
Seat of the Apoſtles : Theretore the Biſhop 
of Rome was in an inferior Seat, at leaſt 
whilſt St. Ambroſe lived, Bafil, Epiſt. 55. 
And, Epiſt. 10. he highly complains of 
the Pride and Ambition of the Biſhop of 
Rome, and faith that the Title of Apoſtolical 


was given to other good Biſbops. 


A ſecond Step was, that Panlus Samoſa- 
tanus Biſhop of Antioch proving a Here. 


tick, and depriv'd by a Council, made 
1400 to Aurelius the Heathen Em- 


peror, who referr'd the Matrer to the 
Bi- 
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Biſhop of Rowe to promote thereby 
Honour of ay; not becauſe of his u- 


riſdition, which he per, had off 
challeng'd. bet Torr a 


The Third was, Steven threatning i 
EL AN ET ſome Biſhops for Rebap. 
tizing Hereticks: But Diarpſas 
of Alexandria weder d and ſtop d him. 


of Rowe went to Was when Cornelius re: 
ceiv d thoſe that were Excommunicated | 
in Africa, f whom St. Cyprian faith, 
Epif. 55. They ſail 1 Rome with che Re. 
ward of Lying 3 and that it. was ordained, 

that neither the of Rome JOY, ar 

other (bould be « Jodge in th Cauſes of wil 
Church. 


| 85 * Fourth degree was, that the Biſhop d 


The next was a great Step. 222 
excommunicated by the Sixth Council of 
Carthage, was received by Zozimas, Bi. 
ſhop of Rome, who aſſerted his Jucildic. 

tion for ſo doing. When Zozimnus, Bo- 
- nifacius, and Celefinus contended for this 

J uriſdiction, they claimed it from Scrip- 


ture 
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ture: This Device is but new. Againſt 


Ambition, and Uſurpation of Popes, it 
8 pleaſed God to raiſe up one Pope to op- 


poſe it with Zeal and Courage. Gre- 
gary I. very Eminent among the Fathers. 
His Writings to John Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nople about it are well known and ap- 
proved, even among Roman Catholicks, 

But the firſt and great Step from which 
the Empire of Antichriſt may be dated, 
is that after St. Gregory came. Bonifacius 
III. who obtained of the Emperor Phocas 
W this Title which Gregory had fo highly 
condemned. Then, and nor ſooner, was 
the Church of Rome declared Head and 
Mother of all Churches, and her Biſhop, 
the Biſhop, Cc. of all Biſhops, in the Year 
of Chriſt 606. t 

The next was when Grey VII. was 
commanded to throw the Images out of 
the Churches, he reliſted, join'd with the 
Lombards, drove the Emperor out of 


oral; and finding the Lombards too hard 


for him, he craved Aſſiſtance of the 
French, who ſent Pepiz into Italy, to main- 
rin the Pope Maſter there; and the Pope 
made Pepin King of France, and _— 
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the people from their Obedience to King 
Chilperic. Pope Leo III. made Charles 
Magne Pepin's Son Emperor, and Charles 
made the Pope Soveraign. Platina in vita 
Leoni, TIT. Concluſion, there was nothing 
of all this for 50 Years together, that 
three Popes contended for the Supre. 
macy. And Baronins, ad annum 897. ſaith, 
that Popes for 150 Years were rather 
Apoſtates than Apoſtoticks. 


rern XII. 


38 D this Catholick Faith, without 
which none can be ſaved, which 
« at this preſent I do truly and freely 
« profeſs; the ſame I am reſolv'd, God 
« helping, to retain and profeſs whole 
and inviolable, to my lait Breath. And 
* I ſhall, as much as in me lies, cauſe it 
* to be heid, kept, and preached by all 
* my Inferiors, and by all thoſe, the 
care of whoſe Souls ſhall belong to 
*. 
« And this E N. promiſe, vow, and 
„ ſwear, and fo help me God, and the 
« holy Evangeliſts. 
R F- 
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REFLECTIONS. 


Herein is - manifeſt the . Damaing 
Church: I wiſh I could not fay the 
Damnable Church; for if not only the 
allow d, unjuſt and vicious Practices of 
that Church, but even the Articles of her 
Faith, are inconſiſtent with the Honour 
and Service due to God, and contrary to 
that Word which he hath given us for 
our Rule in all things. I cannot con- 
ceive the Pride and Confidence of ſuch 
degenerate, corrupt, and Apoſtatizing 
Chriſtians, in Excommunicating and 
Damning all the World, that hath not 
ran to the ſame Impurities in Divine 
Worſhip, as they have done. They con- 
dema the Maſcovites, who are Idolaters 
as well as they; but they on not the 
Pope, they call him Aziz. They ſen- 
tence all them, who in Exglad joined in 
our Service, after the Reformation, till 
Pope Pius V. excommunicated Queen 
Elizabeth, It was not Damnation before, 
but the Pope made it ſo by his Bull 
They exclude a great many that have 


not us'd the Service which Rome now 
12 doth 
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doth ; as, Salisbury, Hereford, &c. But let 
all that will be rightly informed read on- 
ly the Balls i» Cena, 2nd they will ſee, 
that ſo many are excluded out of the 
Kingdom, that the Door needs not be 
very wide to admit of them againſt whom 
the Pope hath not ſhut it. The parti- 
cular Excommunications are ſo many, 
and fo exactly reckon'd, that I think it 
an hard Task to find out them that are 
leſt out. Nay, let ſome Chriſtians be 
hrared, and they will tell you, that the 
Pope himſelf is under the Anathema, 
whenſfoever he pronounces an unjuſt Ex- 
communication. And where is the Pope 
every Year, when that dreadful Sentence 
it Bulls in Cena is publiſhed ? 

Let all thoſe who are any way tempt- 
ed to leave the true Orthodox Church of 
England, to go to Rome, be perſuaded firſt 
ro know well and examine ſeriouſly and 
impartially what they are going to do, 
whether they are going, and read with 
Attention, this little Book, before they 
go. Herein is contain'd, not all their 
Religion; Three Volumes in Folio can- 
not do it; but the Quinteſſence or _ 
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ol it enough, I preſume, to give ſuch Pro- 
ſpect of it, as will fully diſcover theDanger 
they are in. Remember to oppoſe Be- 
ginnings ; both Prieſts and Miſſioners 
will diſguiſe their Religion; the Pope 
that can make Articles of Faith to his 
Purpoſe, and Sin be no Sin, gives 
them a Diſpenſation to ſay and do any 
thing that is for the Good of their 
Church; and theſe upon Occaſion will 
tell you, we do not ſo and fo, even when 
you ſee them do it: But be nor deceived; 
if you turn to the Church of Rome, you 
muſt believe their fabulous Legends, their 
deceitful Miracles, their working Relicks, 
their helping Images, their An Den 
and Holy Water ; Telling your Beads, 
going in Proceſſions, praying Souls out of 
Purgatory, with twenty Things more, 
which they will not put upon you, if you 
will but be re-united to the Mother- 
Church, and to her Head, who makes 
the Unity thereof. I end with St. Paul's 
Words, 2 Thefſ. ii. 3, 4. Let xo Man di- 
ceid e you by any means, for that Day ſball 
mot come, except there come a falling away 
fen, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the 


Jon 
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Sow of Perdition, who oppoſeth and exalteth 
himſelf above all that is called God, or that 
is worſbipped ; ſo that he is 4s God, ſitteth 
in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that be 
is God. 


CONCLUSION. 


Let the Church of Rome reſtore unto 
Chriſtians the bleſſed Cup in the Eucha- 
riſt, or elſe reject altogether the holy 
Scriptures, and give over diſputing of 
Religion. Let them reſtore unto Chriſt 
the Credit of his Word and Inſtitutions, 
eſpecially the Cup.. If they will not part 
with the Name of Rome-Chriſtian, to take 
up again that of Rae. Heathen, let them 
(reſtore the Cap, the Cup of Bleſſing which 
-we bleſs, and which is the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt, or elſe let them not pre- 
tend to be ſaved in a Religion, which de- 
nies the Application of the only Means 
of Salvation, that precious Blood which 
ſpeaks better Things than the: Blood of Abel. 
The Council of Conſtance having well 
conſidered of this Matter, concludeth 
thus ; „Tho Chriſt initituted it in both 
Kinds, and the Primitive Church ad- 
& miniſtred it in both Kinds, yer we will 

« have 
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« have a Canon for one.” With theſe 
let them tell me that a "Roman Catholick 
living, and dying a Roman Catholick, may 
be ſaved ; I will ſay, yes indeed, in con- 
tempt of the only Means of Salvation, 
the ſhedding of the Blood of Chriſt. 

It is ſo, that the true Church is com- 
paſs'd about with Enemies of all forts; 
that theſe Enemies are vigorouſly at 
work, both above and under Ground ; 
that a great Breach is already made in her 
Wall, by Factions, Diviſions, Deſertions, 
Schiſms, Apoſtacies, and an overflowing 
Stream of Vice and Iniquity 3 that if God 
in Mercy will grant to the CI ERG of 
England Grace, to awake our of the Le- 
thargy into which they are fallen, will 
they not admit of this ſhort Exhortation, 
Rev. ii. 4, 5. Te have loſt your firſt Love, 
Remember therefore from whence qe are fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt Works. For by 
the Judgments that we ſee and feel, we 
may ſay, that the Lord threatneth to re- 
move his Candleſtick out of his place, except 
we repent. Let us all remember what we 
are, and what we are to do: We are 


Watchmen ſet up to give Warning, and 
Warn- 
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Warning we muſt give, leſt both we and 
our People ſleep on to Deſtruction. We are 
Angels ſent by God to declare unto Men 
their Faults and their Duty; and we are 


to "Cry Aland, and ſpare not, to lift 7 _ 
31 


Foice lite 4 Trumpet, aud ſbew the 
their Tranſgreſſions, and the Honſe of Jacob 
their Sin, Ila. lvni. 1. Which if we do not, 
the Day of the Lord ſeemeth to be at 
hand, and as a Deftruction from the Almighty 
Hall it cone, Joel i. 15, Laſtly, We are 
Ambaſſadors for Chritt, to put the Peo- 
ple in mind of their Covenant with him, 
of their ſormer Oaths and Engagements, 
N eſpecially of hat „„ promiſed in 
- Baptiſm, To renounce all the Devil's 
« Works, the Pomps and Vanity of this 
« wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
« of the Fleſh; to believe all the Articles 
« of the Chriſtian Faith, and- to keep 
« Gods holy Will and Commandments, 
„ and walk in the fame all the Days of 
their Lives.” Which if we neglect to 
do, and for want of CANO G cry- 
ing Miſdemeanour in our Age) ſuffer our 
Brethren to turn to the Popiſb Religion, 
for want of being well inſtructed in cheir 
own, what are we, but ſuch as St. Paul 
peaks of, who, Preaching to others, them. 
felves prove Caſt-aways ! 
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